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 .  

Before we were able to breathe, summer flew by, then Septem-

ber and now even Halloween and all the gut busting candy is in 

our rear-view mirror.  But before you start listening to the 24/7 

Christmas music or you put the Hallmark Channel on the TV 

and get your fill of Christmas movies, or you start grabbing your 

Peppermint Mocha Lattes at Starbucks or Joe Beans, we must 

not forget to pause and give thanks. 

Most of us live our lives constantly on the go.  We must             

schedule time to visit with family and friends.  We go to the   

supermarkets stressed out, with lists longer than our budgets.  As 

a society, we feel even more stressed out now than at any point in our history as human beings.  More is     

demanded of us at our jobs and in our lives.  Yet, even in the midst of our chaos, and whatever it looks like, 

we are called by God to give thanks, to set time aside to pray, not just for our daily bread and need of 

strength to get through each day, but to give praise and thanksgiving to God for all that we do have, and all 

who are in our lives.  This is an integral part in being a child of God.  If you are familiar with the Words of 

Institution when we celebrate Holy Communion, we are urged to give thanks every time we break bread, 

“Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them…”  

So, as we follow Jesus I want to give thanks.  I give thanks to God for all of you, for all the members of the 

church since it was founded that have maintained it as a place of welcome and love.  I give thanks for all 

the session members as they continue to hear God’s call in leading the congregation in its growing future. I 

give thanks to all the members who wouldn’t want to be named or recognized publicly because they do 

what they do because they love our Lord tremendously.  I thank you and give thanks to God for all of you 

who have been connected to WPC.  I give thanks for all the ways we attempt to showcase Jesus’ radical, 

boundary breaking, non-judgmental love with our community, embracing the least, welcoming the stranger, 

loving all as we have all been loved by God.   

“Enter with the password: “Thank you!” 
Make yourselves at home, talking praise. 

Thank him. Worship him. 
For God is sheer beauty, 

all-generous in love, 
loyal always and ever.”     

Psalm 100:4-5 (The Message Translation) 

 
May the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you until we meet again. - Pastor Shawn 



Greetings from the Session’s Stewardship and Finance Committee, 

 

Traditionally, fall has been the time Westminster has focused on stewardship and all the ramifications of 

stewardship recognizing the joys of the blessings of time, talent and resources shared the previous year. 

“Stewardship is rooted in our gratitude to God 

a gratitude that doesn't expire as the leaves fall from the trees.” Elder Olanda Carr, Jr.,                            

Presbyterian  Foundation. 

 The year past (2025) and the year ahead (2026) have been and will be exciting months for Westminster. 

Tremendous changes have transpired from the date of Westminster’s first worship service at 1022 Floyd 

Street in March, 1926……to the date of the Statement of Mission (1978)….. to the upcoming Centennial 

Celebration, Sunday, March 22, 2026 

Statement of Mission 

Through Jesus Christ, God calls His people in every age to love and serve Him. He sends His Spirit upon 

the Church and anoints Christians to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the     

captives  and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to witness to 

the presence and power of the Kingdom of God, to speak the truth in love, and to build up the Body of 

Christ.  (Luke 4:18,19; Ephesians 4:13,15) 

Our Lord, Jesus Christ calls us, a congregation drawn from many geographic sections of our city, at this 

time and in this place to minister in His name to the needs of all persons.  Christ commissions us to minister 

daily to those in our congregation, in the inner city of Lynchburg, in our neighborhoods, and at our places 

of work and play. He also commands us to give of our resources to minister through others to the whole 

world. 

Adopted 1978     Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

In light of the Biblical directives, the commissioning of Westminster to carry out ministry in His name and a 

vision for the future, the Stewardship and Finance Committee is requesting your pledge of support this year 

to be at least the amount pledged in 2025. If you are so moved and able to increase your pledge even slight-

ly, it will allow Westminster to increase the benevolences. On Sunday, November 23rd, pledges will be  

received during worship and the pastor will offer a special prayer of thanksgiving for those received and 

those yet to arrive. If you are unable to attend worship on November 23rd you may also mail your pledge to 

the church using the enclosed envelope. The 2026 proposed budget reflecting the pledges received will be 

submitted to Session for approval in December. 

How has Westminster honored the Mission Statement written forty-seven years ago?   How will            

Westminster continue to honor the Mission Statement of 1978 in 2026? 

With God’s guidance and your generosity the ministry, outreach and worshipping community of                      

Westminster Presbyterian Church will not only remain but…… flourish. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Allen Hamblen, Elder 

Chair of the Stewardship and Finance Committee 



Our Centennial Celebration! 

Save the Date: March 22, 2026 

 

 

WPC @ WC! 

 

Over the past few months, I’ve reflected on ways I can connect more with our WPC members at WC and one 

of the ways I’m planning is to have a quarterly worship service at WC. 

Please join me in the Westminster Canterbury chapel on Sunday, November 9th at 1:30pm for a Sunday     

worship service that will feature Scripture, prayer, a message and communion! 

The service will be open to anyone interested in attending, but I wanted it specifically for us WPC family and 

friends. 

I’ve already coordinated this date and time with Chaplain William over at WC and this service will be an addi-

tional worship service at WC that Sunday. I will still be here at the church for our 11am worship service but 

then will head over to WC afterwards to prepare for the 1:30pm service there. 

So, if you come to hear the sermon at 11am and didn’t catch it all, you can show up at WC at 1:30pm to hear 

the rest! 

I hope to see you there. 

Pastor Shawn 



 

   Birthdays 
 
 
3 Greg Hand 
 
8 Monique Brown  
 
17 Michael Harris 
 
29 Cary Roberts 
 

 
Maymie Keys 

R&P at Liberty Ridge 
30 Monica Blvd. Unit 35 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 
Eloise Peters 

Westminster Canterbury 
501 VES Rd, B-706 

Lynchburg VA 24503 
 
 

Sylvia Viar 
15 John Rucker Drive 

Ruckersville, VA 22968 
 
  
 
 

 
Queen Webb 

C/O The Summit 
1300 Enterprise Dr. 

Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 

Doris Hailey 
209 Woodland Avenue 

Lynchburg, VA  
24501-2127 

 
Barbara Taylor 

R&P at Liberty Ridge 
30 Monica Blvd. Unit 344 

Lynchburg, Va. 24502 
 

Becky Maxey 
57 Beech Avenue 

Hamilton, NJ 08610 
 

Kathleen Smith 
Westminster Canterbury 

501 VES Rd, H-429 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 

Please remember our homebound          

members.  

Daylight Saving’s Time Ends on       

November 2nd  

 After its adoption during World War I, 

Daylight Savings continued in many countries, 

including here in the United States. Original-

ly beginning on the last Sunday in April and 

ending on the last Sunday in October, it has 

been changed many times. In 1986 the 

U.S. Congress passed a law to move up the 

start of Daylight Saving Time to the first 

Sunday in April but kept its end date the 

same. In 2007 the start date was moved to 

the second Sunday in March and the end 

date to the first Sunday in November. In 

most of the countries still observing Day-

light Savings, it starts on the last Sunday in 

March and ends on the last Sunday in Octo-

ber.   

 There are many petitioning for its 

abolishment, as it is not pertinent to life 

now. Who knows what will happen with 

this in the years to come, but for now, en-

joy your extra hour of sleep! 

100 Years of Westminster at 11th & Floyd! 

        In spring of 2026, we will celebrate Westminster 

Presbyterian Church being here, in Lynchburg, Va, at 

11th & Floyd, for 100 years!  

        In preparation for that incredible event, Angela 

Hart, our congregation Historian, is working on re-

furbishing the Legacy History room. It has been 

moved upstairs into what was once the Ladies Bible 

Study Room, behind the Fellowship Hall, for ease of 

access and enjoyment. There is still much to do to 

catalogue and artfully display all the incredible piec-

es of history we have hidden away here at WPC.   

 If you would care to donate to this cause, 

please write checks to WPC with “Legacy Room Re-

furbishment” on the MEMO line of your check.  



Upcoming Events! 

 Sunday, November 2 

All Saints’ Day Service 

 We will honor our passed Saints on 

the first Sunday after all Hallow’s Eve. Please 

join us for this meaningful remembrance of 

all the Saints who’ve joined with our Father 

in Heaven.  

Committee Meeting 

 Worship and Enrichment Committee will 

meet on Sunday, November 9th, after worship 

service at 12:15 PM. It will be a relatively short 

meeting to finalize Advent proceedings.  

Thanksgiving Day! 

 The day to remember to be grateful 

for the Plymouth Colony pilgrims and the 

Native Americans who helped them to sur-

vive, lead by Squanto, is approaching! On 

Thursday, November 27th, the church office 

will be closed, as we all enjoy a time for 

gratitude and food with family and friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens 

 To begin our Advent Season, we will again 

be hanging our Christmas decorations in the 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Please come at 

9:30 AM  on Saturday, November 29th to hang 

wreaths, garland, and Chrismons on our tree. 

We will also set out the Nativity Scenes that so 

many donated to the church and enjoy fellow-

ship with one another!  

 Coffee, fruit, and pastries will be provid-

ed, and all your favorite carols will provide the 

soundtrack for the occasion! 

First Sunday of Advent 

 On Sunday, November 30th, we will 

light the first candle of Advent. Advent de-

votional materials will also be offered for 

kids, families, and seniors. Please peruse 

what is available and choose what best fits 

your needs this Advent Season. 

Poinsettias  

 Poinsettias will be for sale again this year.  

The sign-up sheet is outside the office. Please 

indicate the number of plants you would like to 

take home after Christmas Eve service, and pay 

for the plants you order prior to Lessons and 

Carols to ensure we order 

the appropriate number.  

 



Revelation Bible Study at Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Continuing through November 

 Over the course of the next year, we will dive deep into the Revelation of John, the last 

book of the Bible, a book too often misquoted, mis-interpreted to invoke fear—judgement with 

wild imagery. Rev. Eugene Peterson, the Presbyterian minister who wrote The Message transla-

tion of the Bible, saw the Book of Revelation, not as a literal text meant to predict the future, 

but rather a Biblical text that invoked one’s imagination of the previous sixty-five books read in 

the Bible.  

 Join us this year as we delve into the Revelation and expand our imagination. During the 

study we will read the Biblical text itself alongside Peterson’s book Reversed Thunder: The 

Revelation of John & the Praying Imagination. The Study will begin in October, and the group 

will meet for one hour each week— Tuesday nights, 5.15 to 6.15 PM. There will also be a 

Zoom option for those who cannot make it in person to the church.   

  

Hope to see you there! 

 

January 20—Revelation 17 

& 18/Chapter 10—The Last 

Word on Judgement 

January 27—Revelation 19 & 20/Chapter 11—The Last Word on Salvation 

February 3—Revelation 21:1-22:5/Chapter 12—The Last Word on Heaven 

February 10—Conclusion/Chapter 13—The Last Words 

Tuesday Nights  5:15 PM —6:15 PM 

October 14—Introduction & Chapter 1—Famous Last Words 

October 21—Revelation 1:1-11/Chapter 2—The Last Word on 

Scripture 

October 28—Revelation 1:12-20/Chapter 3—The Last Word on 

Christ 

November 4—Revelation 2 & 3/Chapter 4—The Last Word on the 

Church 

November 11—Revelation 4 & 5/Chapter 5—The Last Word on Wor-

ship 

November 18—Revelation 6 & 7/Chapter 6—The Last Word on Evil 

December 2—Revelation 8 & 9/Chapter 7—The Last Word on Prayer 

December  9—Revelation 10 & 11/Chapter 8—The Last Word on Wit-

ness 

December 16—Revelation 12,13,14/Chapter 9—The Last Word on Poli-

tics 
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WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH
   

1022 FLOYD STREET    
   

LYNCHBURG,  VIRGINIA  24501 

November 2th  21st  Sunday After  
Pentecost   Communion 
Scripture: Hab. 1:1-4, 2:1-4 and Ps. 119:137-
144; Isa. 1:10-18 and Ps.32:1-7;2 Thess. 1:1-
4,11-12; Luke 19:1-10 
 
Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 
Ushers: Greg & Irene Hoag 
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Charlie Ross 
Liturgist:  Pix Mahler 
Communion Prep.: Irene Hoag 
Communion Servers: Sharee Evans, Joe 
Slette, Chris Harris 
 

November 9th  22nd Sunday After of Pentecost 
 
Scripture: Hag. 1:15b-29  and Ps.145:1-5,17-21 or 
Ps.98; Job.19:23-27a and Ps. 17:1-9; 2 Thess.2: 1-
5,13-17; Luke 20: 27-38 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 
Ushers:   Chris & Val Harris 
Counters:  Hoc Hughes, Joe Slette 
Liturgist: Ashley Thulin 
 

November 16th   23rd  Sunday After Pentecost  
Scripture: Isa. 65:17-25 and Isa.12;  Mal. 4:1-2a 
and Ps.98; 2Thess. 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte:  Angela Hart 
Ushers:  Jimmy Reed, Wilbur Duncan 
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Charlie Ross 
Liturgist:  Joe Slette 

November 23rd    Christ the King  
Scripture: Jer. 23 1-6 and Luke 1:68-79 or Ps 46; 
Col. 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte:  Raymond Ferguson 
Ushers:  Chris & Val Harris 
Counters:  Hoc Hughes, Pix Mahler 
Liturgist:  Ashley Thulin 
 
 

November 30th  1st Sunday in Advent 
Scripture: Isa 2:1-5 and Ps. 122; Rom.13:11-14; 
Matt 24:36-44 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte:  Rachel Harris 
Ushers: Ashley & Byron Thulin 
Counters:  Hoc Hughes, Joe Slette 
Liturgist:  Joe Slette 


