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Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska
Director of Music/Organist: Robert W. Blevins
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and
shall name him Immanuel (‘God with us’).” Isaiah 7:14
I’m sure you’ve heard and used the phrase “I’m with you” before, referring to when you are following along with
someone’s story or instrucon. Your grandchild (or nephew/niece or even son or daughter, for those of you not
old enough to have grandchildren yet) is talking to you about all their new toys they received for Christmas and
the cool things they can do; the cars can jump through hoops; the acon ﬁgure can bend and twist; the doll house
has a room for everything. They are excited and talking a mile a minute and with your eyes focused intently, they
are worried whether you are truly listening. To assure them you are fully listening, you u)er the phrase, “I’m with
you.”
As we get older and experience the fullness of life, for many of us that light and innocence and excitement
children represent gets buried, it gets bogged down by the world and the horrors it presents, the troubles we
face, the dark moments we encounter, the locked rooms we want to stay hidden in, and the struggles of living a
faithful life. In these moments as we share our prayers with God, our longings for newness, our desires for rebirth,
our peons for healing and comfort, for direcon, a queson easily creeps in the minds of even the most faithful
of us. Is God even listening? Is God really here?
It’s in the telling of the Messiah to come from the Old Testament prophet Isaiah where we are reminded of the
reassurance from God that God is always there. God is with us, through the power and life and ministry of our
Lord Jesus Christ. His name reminds us, as God’s people, of the everlasng covenant God wanted to make with
the Israelites, the same everlasng covenant available to all, that God is constantly telling us, “I’m with you.”
Jesus himself echoes this phrase, for according to the Gospel of Ma)hew these are his last words to his disciples a4er they were given instrucon to share his life-saving message with the world. “And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age” (Ma)hew 28:20). No ma)er where the disciples found themselves, no ma)er
how many people would reject them, no ma)er how many mes they would feel like giving up because the world
didn’t want to hear a message of radical love and grace, Jesus wanted to assure them that he was there all along,
that he is there with them, and will always be there. That is his nature. There is nowhere we can turn where we
won’t encounter the life changing peace and light of God. There is no room too dark where the light can’t shine.
There is no sorrow too deep that Christ doesn’t already know about it and mourns with us, even the depth
of sorrow of losing a loved one. Not only in our darkest and saddest moments but also in all of our joyful moments, when we celebrate, there Christ is encouraging us further.
As we make our ﬁnal preparaons and get all the shopping ingredients for our Christmas family feasts, as we’re
ﬁnishing purchasing those gi4s for loved-ones and friends, as we’re pu:ng the ﬁnal touches on our expert
Christmas wrapping, and as we visit those who have already le4 us, reminding them of our connued love for
them, or as we visit the sick and care for those whose Christmas might not seem as rosy as ours, everywhere we
go we will encounter our living God. God is indeed with us, and always will be.
May you and your family have a blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year, and may God connue to
remind you of his amazing love each and every day, and may peace of the Holy Spirit be with you, unl we meet
again.
Pastor Shawn

On Saturday, November 19th., Blessing Place and WPC hosted approximately 40 members of the local community, as well as 10
volunteers to a turkey dinner with all the trimmings. Ms. Andrea Reid and Pix Mahler, supervised the cooking, the place se:ngs
and the clean up, and made sure all who a)ended were sasﬁed. We are so grateful to WPC, The Blessing Place, The Lynchburg
City School System, and the community in general. They are always demonstrang that in sharing our blessings we are truly
sharing God’s Love.

ALSO...ON NOVEMBER 13TH...
AND

Rachel Harris delivered
the liturgy beaufully!

The Stewardship Luncheon was
enjoyed by all.

THEN, ON NOVEMBER 26TH THE CREW ALL SHOWED UP FOR THE HANGING OF THE GREENS AND SNACKS AND FUN!

Westminster Canterbury Lunch Bunch will continue to meet during
the 2023 year. The Fauber 2 room has been reserved for the ﬁrst
Monday of each month. Café opens at 11:30, lunch at 11:45 to 1:00
p.m.. The following dates are scheduled for the coming year:

W
P
C

Jan. 2

May 1st

Sept. cancelled (labor day)

Feb. 6th

June 5th

Oct. 2nd

March 6th

July 3rd

Nov. 6th

April 3rd

August 7th

Dec 4th.

Martha Wilson is the
contact person. Her phone # is 434-386 3621.

Please Note…
Note
Communion service will be held on
Sunday, December 11th when Pastor
Shawn will have returned to town.

Please join us to celebrate the 80th Birthday of
“the twins” Nancy Duncan & Jane Reed on
December 10, 2022, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in the
fellowship hall. This will be a Christmas
theme. Please RSVP to Nicole Reed - 434-3630152 or Kathie Sprinkle - 434-851-4747. Thanks
so much!
No Gifts Please.

With heartfelt thanks to Joe and Paula
Wyatt, Greg and June Malan and Ashby
and Mary Ellen Sydnor for their thoughtful and generous gifts to WPC in memory
of Louise Motley. Their kind gifts are a
blessing to all.

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the
passing of Dave Pisney, Sarah Hyska’s father, who
died on November 22nd. Shawn and Sarah have
been with Sarah’s mother helping her through this
diﬃcult time. They will return to Lynchburg on
December 10th. Shawn will resume his pastoral
duties on December 11th. Below is the life-story of
Sarah’s father. As we embrace the family in this
time of remembrance, wrap them in prayer.
h<ps://www.timesrepublican.com/
obituaries/2022/11/david-dave-lumir-pisney-74/

Westminster is going to have a new pictorial directory. Immediately following worship each Sunday during Advent, photographs
will be taken in front of the Prayer Tree in the Narthex. These pictures will then be compiled into a directory format, and one will be
printed for each household. We hope to have the directory finished
by January 1st and distributed on Epiphany Sunday, January 8th.
Please take a few minutes after worship on an upcoming Sunday to
have your picture taken.

There will be a covered dish Christmas
Fellowship luncheon on December
18th following worship. Please bring
your appetite and a dish to share .

Music at Westminster Presbyterian Church has always
been an integral part of worship and other special
events. In recent years, the number of vocalists to fill
the choir loft has declined. It is not for lack of love of
music but mostly due to the number of candles showing up on birthday cakes of choir members. There are
still dedicated members who participate and support
the congregation singing hymns and occasionally an
anthem.
In response to this decline in available voices from
the congregation, a gift has been made to WPC specifically to set up a “Guest Vocalist Fund.” This gift will
enable the WPC Music Director, Bob Blevins, to
reach out and invite professional vocalists to either
sing solos or be part of the choir for special services.
If you are interested in adding your gift of support
to this new fund, please either contact Bob Blevins or
indicate clearly on any monetary gift that it is for
the Guest Vocalist Fund

Please remember our homebound members
Kathleen Smith
Westminster Canterbury
501 VES Rd, H-429
Lynchburg, VA 24503

December
1
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5
6
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17
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30

Tristan Thulin
Donna Goldenberg
Rachel Harris
Nancy Duncan
Jane Reed
Mary Ellen Sydnor
Eloise Peters
Maymie Keys
Mark Reed
Sylvia Viar
January

5

Kendall Sydnor

6

Gabriela Maria Canelon

12

Hollie Harris O’Brien

17

Mary Beth McCall

22

Valerie Harris

23

Valentine O’Brien

24

Otto Vallastro

24

Jeffrey Orion Reed

28

Doris Hailey

Maymie Keys
R&P at Liberty Ridge
30 Monica Blvd. Unit 305
Lynchburg, VA 24502
Eloise Peters
Westminster Canterbury
501 VES Rd, B-706
Lynchburg VA 24503
Sylvia Viar
15 John Rucker Drive
Ruckersville, VA 22968
Becky Maxey
57 Beech Avenue
Hamilton, NJ 08610
Stuart Turille
Guggenheimer Health
1902 Grace Street, 3rd. Floor
Lynchburg, VA 24504
Queen Webb
1308 Floyd Street
Lynchburg, VA 24501
Doris Hailey
209 Woodland Avenue
Lynchburg, VA 24503
On November 11th we lost our dear friend
and long time member of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Louise Motley, who passed
quietly into heaven. Please keep her and
her family in your prayers.
Please pray for the people of Ukraine and all people who
are vicms of war and violence, trouble, sorrow, need,
sickness and any other adversity.

Flowers for Sharing
Flowers in the sanctuary during worship on Sunday
mornings are available to share with family and
friends. After worship, if you would like to take all or
some of the flowers to share with a shut-in, please let
Pix know. She will quickly prepare a vase for you to
carry away and deliver right away or possibly the
next day on your own schedule.

Need assistance coming from
your car into the church?
There is a “transport” chair available on Sunday mornings to assist
you from your car into the church.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1022 FLOYD STREET
LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24501
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dec 4th 2nd Sunday of Advent
Isa 11:1-10 and Ps. 72:1-7;
Rom. 15:4-13; Matt. 3:1-12
Hymn Sing
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson
Ushers: Angela Hart, Charlie Ross
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Charlie Ross
Liturgist: Hoc Hughes

Dec 11th 3rd Sunday of Advent/

2022

Dec 18th 4th Sunday of Advent
Lessons & Carols

Isa. 7:10-16 and Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19;
Rom. 1:1-7; Matt. 1:18-25
Pastor: Shawn Hyska
Acolyte Raymond Ferguson
Ushers: Valerie Harris, Charlie Ross
Counters: Hoc Hughes & Cary Roberts
Liturgist (Hoc Hughes)

Communion

Dec. 25th

Isa. 35:1-10 and Ps. 146:5-10 or
Luke I:46b-55; James 5:7-10;
Matt. 11:2-11
Pastor: Shawn Hyska
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson
Ushers Ashley Thulin, Jeff Evans
Counters Hoc Hughes, Kendall Sydnor
Liturgist: Cary Roberts
Communion Preparer: Mary Sue Childress
Communion Servers: Angela Hart, Ashley Thulin

Dawn: Isa. 62:6-12 and Ps. 97;
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Day; Isa 52:7-10 and Ps. 98;
Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14
Pastor: Shawn Hyska
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson
Ushers: Nancy Duncan, Angela Hart
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Otto Vallastro
Liturgist: Ashley Thulin

Christmas Day

