January 1, 2023
Second Sunday of Christmas
Communion Sunday

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
* At the asterisk, please stand as you are able.
Congregational responses are printed in bold.
PRELUDE ON:

“Divinum mysterium”

Craig Phillips

WESTMINSTER CHIMES – Striking the Hour
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP based on Isaiah 63:7-9
We recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,
the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us,
and the great favor that he has shown us according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
God became our savior, in all our distress.
In His love and in His pity he redeemed us; He lifted us up and carried us.
Let us worship our God, the giver of life, who came to be with us.
* HYMN #22

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

Regent Square

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Rev. Shawn Hyska
All children are invited to come forward to hear a message from the Pastor and
afterwards are welcome to attend Children’s Sunday School.
CALL TO CONFESSION
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were yet sinners Christ died
for us. Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence. In faith
and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God of goodness and light, illumine a path for us by which we may walk in faithfulness.
Too often we have lost our way. Too often we have lived out of our pride and stubbornness
and failed to turn to you in our times of need. You have given us all that we need to live
sober lives in a right mind. Impel us to sin no more and give us a more perfect knowledge of
your divine ways in the world. Help us accept the forgiveness you offer if we but only ask
for it. Grant us the opportunity to celebrate this coming year with a faithfulness that we
scarcely knew we had in us. Power this celebration through your Holy Spirit—the greatest
gift you can offer us today.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Isaiah 43:1)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. May the God of mercy, who
forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep us in eternal life. Hallelujah, Amen.
* GLORIA PATRI
Page 579 in Hymnal
Glory Be the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Eternal God, your Word speaks truth into our lives. When we humble ourselves to listen,
you mature us with knowledge and strengthened faith. Open us to your Word read and
proclaimed today, so we might hear and embrace the message you intend for us. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

HEBREWS 2:10-18

Page 594 in pew Bible

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this
reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will
praise you.”
And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,
“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear
that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become
like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because
he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

SECOND LESSON

MATTHEW 2:13-23

Page 2 in Pew Bible

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of
Egypt I have called my son.”
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or
under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned
in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled,
‘He will be called a Nazorean.’
These are the words of Holy Scripture for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“A New Year’s Resolution”
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Rev. Shawn Hyska

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
OFFERING OF OURSELVES
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication
COMMUNION
Invitation To The Table
*HYMN #517

“We Come as Guests Invited”

Wie Lieblich Ist Der Maien

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: It is truly right and our greatest joy……
……who forever sing to the glory of your name:
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Leader: You are holy, O God of majesty… … dedicated to your service. Let us proclaim
the mystery of our faith:
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & SHARING OF THE CUP
COMMUNION PRAYER
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE
* HYMN #38

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

Carol CMD

CHARGE and BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
**A note to our visitors: many in our congregation enjoy remaining seated for the
postlude to listen to the music. You are invited to stay seated and listen as well, or join
the pastor at the back of the church so you can be warmly greeted. We are so glad that
you are here with us today!**

Upcoming Dates
Monday, January 2nd – WC Lunch Bunch will meet at 11:30
Sunday, January 8th – Epiphany Sunday
Monday, January 9th – PW meet at 10:30.
Thursday, January 12th - Stewardship and Finance will meet at 4:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 12th – Session will meet at 6:00 p.m.

Those Serving Today
Sunday January 1st
Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson
Ushers: Angela Hart, Charlie Ross
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Charlie Ross
Liturgist: Valerie Harris
Communion Prep: Pix Mahler
Communion Server: Nancy Duncan, Greg
Hoag

Sunday January 8th
Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson
Ushers: Daniele & Allen Hamblin
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Kendall Sydnor
Liturgist: Ashley Thulin

Please remember these and others in your prayers: Becky Maxey, Stuart Turille,
Kathleen Smith, Doris Haley, Queen Webb, Maymie Keys, Eloise Peters, Pat Pisney
(Sarah Hyska’s mother). Pray for all who suffer from hunger, sorrow, need, sickness, and
any other adversity. Pray for the people of Ukraine and those grieving from violence of
any kind.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1022 Floyd Street, Lynchburg, VA 24501
www.wpclynchburg.org—wpclynchburg@gmail.com
Office: 434-847-6655
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation
Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska
Director of Music/Organist: Robert W. Blevins
Treasurer: Holcombe A. J. Hughes
Bookkeeper: Robert W. Blevins
Secretary: Alice Renshaw

2022
Sharee Evans
Pix Mahler

THE SESSION:
Clerk of Session—Pix Mahler
2023
Valerie Harris
Charlie Ross

2024
Nancy Duncan
Angela Hart

2022
Robert Blevins

TRUSTEES:
2023
Mary Sue Childress

2024
Richard Mahler

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:
Moderator: Betty Oliver
Treasurer: Sylvia Knowles
Historian: Angela Hart
Secretary: Eloise Peters

